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and naturally I think it is, to abolish war by a
simple act such as was needed to abolish slavery is
not possible. My contention is that war is not the
essential evil, the real impediment which arrests
the advance of civilisation. It is merely a symptom of
a far more inveterate evil which can only be cured
by definite and difficult acts of construction. To
work out what those acts of construction should be
is beyond the province and also the capacity of
churches. In the case of slavery no great effort of
mental construction was needed to guide the churches
such as Adam Smith applied to another field of
human activity. In this case, where national sove-
reignty is threatening to stifle human progress, some
clearer and harder thinking must be done before
those who create public opinion can know how to
create it.

It is for this reason that I urge that clear think-
ing, readiness to act, and decisive action in the lead-
ing commonwealths is required to release human
society from the deadlock in which it is fixed. The
order in which I have put the crucial words is
deliberate. I do not believe that the leading states-
men in the leading commonwealths can begin to
release human affairs from their present impasse
until bodies like churches have created the public
opinion upon which they can act. But I do not think
that churches can of themselves see how to create an
effective and constructive public opinion until they
are given some sound and definite idea of the kind
of change which must be made in the social structure
before men can rise to a higher level of civilisation.
In the League of Nations the churches have felt that
they had been furnished with such a constructive
plan. They have done their best to strengthen the
hands of statesmen in making full use of it. The
immense volume of public opinion, in countries where
government is responsible to public opinion, which